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This program continues
to heal hearts, spark
meaningful connections,
and create lasting
memories - and for that,
I am deeply thankful. 

- Angel Guardian

Hear This
Angel’s Story:



OUR MISSION 
& VISION

Mission 
To stand beside the children of our fallen military, fire, police, and EMS
heroes by funding healthy, positive activities throughout their entire
childhood. We empower them to explore their passions through sports,
music, and the arts with local coaches & mentors — providing consistent,
long-term support that bridges the gap between loss and lifelong healing.

Vision
A nation where every child of a fallen hero is supported, encouraged, and
equipped to thrive discovering their passions, building resilience, and
growing into confident, capable adults.



THE HEART OF
OUR WORK 
COMMITMENT 
We walk with each child from the time of loss
through adulthood — all year, every year.

EMPOWERMENT
We enable children to explore and change
activities freely, helping them find what fits
best at each stage of development.

CONSISTENCY
We provide long-term, dependable support
through local coaches and instructors.

COMPASSION
We honor each child’s journey through grief
with understanding and encouragement.

CELEBRATION
We recognize and celebrate each milestone
and achievement along the way

Discover More About Who We Are: 



We don’t just honor the sacrifice
of our heroes — we invest in the
lives and dreams of their
children, every single day.

Dear Friends,

Each year as I review our performance, I’m reminded of the WHY behind all we do, but this year one moment in particular stuck
with me. Back in 2014 we began supporting Ryan, the son of an Army Staff Sergeant who had been lost in Afghanistan. That
same year we received a donation of a truck, and 6 year old Ryan loved to sit in my lap and drive it around the parking lot.
Since then we’ve supported him in T-ball, swimming, soccer, Taekwondo, Boy Scouts, surfing and scuba lessons, and 10 years
after he used to sit in my lap to steer, we had the honor of supporting Ryan with driving lessons and seeing him get his driver’s
license. It really struck me as a great example of honoring the unique long-term commitment we make. 

From the beginning, Angels of America’s Fallen has had one goal - to help children of our fallen military and first responders
avoid the risks they face after the traumatic loss of their parent in service to our country and communities. Over a decade later,
that mission has never been more important.

2024 was a year of incredible growth and healing for our Angels. Thanks to your support, we engaged with 637 children in more
than 38,000 activity sessions with a coach or instructor in their local community; helping them do what kids are meant to do:
play, create, compete, and connect. These aren’t just extracurricular activities, they’re lifelines. Whether it’s learning to swim,
picking up a guitar, or joining a sports team, these moments help rebuild confidence and joy after tragedy. 

In 2024 our family case managers had over 34,000 case management and outreach interactions; supporting the families with
enrollments, education, newsletters, referrals, peer connections, setting up activities, and checking in throughout the year. All of
this was possible because of your generosity. But there is much more work to do. There are over 730 children of the fallen on our
waiting list hoping to access these life-changing opportunities. We know together, with supporters like you, Angels can focus on
increasing capacity so that no child of a fallen hero is left waiting.

Our success is only possible because of people like you. People who show up, give generously, and believe that honoring
sacrifice means more than words, it means walking alongside these children, year after year.

I’m incredibly proud of what we’ve accomplished together this year, and I’m even more hopeful about what’s ahead. Thank you
for standing with our Angels. Your support provides lasting positive impact in every deserving children’s lives. 

With sincere gratitude,

FROM ANGELS OF AMERICA’S FALLEN 
CEO & FOUNDER

HONORING SACRIFICE,
EMPOWERING FUTURES

Joe Lewis
CEO & Founder
Angels of America’s Fallen



Angels served in 45 states in 2024 

55

Angels moved
off the waitlist

340

Swim lessons
provided to

Angels on our
waiting list

2024 YEAR IN2024 YEAR IN2024 YEAR IN
IN REVIEWIN REVIEWIN REVIEW

This past year was filled with meaningful milestones and mission-driven momentum. From powerful
community partnerships and impactful events to program growth and national recognition, 2024 was
a year of deepened impact and unwavering support for the children of our fallen heroes.

Average time an
Angel is enrolled

Children of fallen
military & first

responders served

6378.8 Years

We support
Angels until

they turn

19

38,211
Activity sessions

provided to Angels
in our program



BRIDGING THE GAPBRIDGING THE GAPBRIDGING THE GAP

Since 2012, Angels of America’s Fallen has
remained committed to honoring the legacy
of our nation’s fallen heroes by empowering
their children to pursue their passions.

Thanks to your support, we've seen lives
transformed—children finding healing and
purpose through year-round engagement in
activities that reflect their interests and
dreams.

But the need continues to grow. With a rising
waitlist, we must expand our capacity—by
increasing funding, adding case managers,
and reaching more children nationwide.

Together, we can ensure no child of a fallen
hero waits for the support they deserve. Your
generosity fuels this mission, brings more
Angels into the program, and creates lasting
impact for years to come. Thank you for
helping build a future where every child of a
fallen hero has the opportunity to thrive.

736 CHILDREN WAITING

WHEN A HERO FALLS
A FAMILY STANDS ALONE

Funding the Future of Our Angels



VOICES PROGRAMVOICES PROGRAMVOICES PROGRAM

35
speaking opportunities &

presentations

100%
of participants report increased

healing through storytelling

10
trained voices participants

Sharing my husband’s story helped me remember who we were — and gave me the strength to build what comes next. 
- Sarah, Voices Program Participant

Healing Through Storytelling 

At Angels of America’s Fallen, we believe in the transformative power of storytelling. Our Voices Program
offers surviving children and guardians the opportunity to share their personal journeys—honoring their
fallen heroes while bringing hope to others navigating similar loss.

WHEN SURVIVORS SPEAK, HEALING BEGINS
NOT JUST FOR THEM, BUT FOR ALL WHO LISTEN.

VOICES IMPACT ACROSS THE NATION

Through training, mentorship, and emotional support, Voices participants grow in confidence as they learn to
speak publicly at conferences, fundraising events, community gatherings, and even on national stages. Each
story shared is more than a tribute—it’s a bridge to understanding, a moment of healing, and a spark for
change.

For many participants, the Voices Program is a powerful step in their own healing, carrying a message of
resilience, remembrance and enduring love. It provides purpose in the pain, giving families a way to honor
their loved ones while inspiring compassion and support from audiences across the country.



FROM GRIEF TO GROWTH:FROM GRIEF TO GROWTH:  FROM GRIEF TO GROWTH: 

95% OF ANGELS REPORT
INCREASED CONFIDENCE AFTER

ONE YEAR IN THE PROGRAM.

“Our case manager
helped us find a rhythm
again. My son felt seen

for the first time since his
dad passed.” 

— Angel Guardian

When a child loses a parent in the military or first responders, their world changes in an instant.
The loss isn't just of a parent, it’s of safety, identity, and a future they once imagined. Grief
settles in quietly and grows louder over time, showing up in different ways throughout their
lives.

Through long-term case management and compassionate care, our program team walks
with each family through their grief. We listen, guide, and check in consistently—helping them
access opportunities, face emotional hurdles, and feel less alone. It's not just about providing
services—it’s about being present, year after year.

Grief doesn’t go away, but we give it motion. Whether it’s dance, football, horseback riding, or
art, these outlets give our Angels a place to process grief, build confidence, and rediscover joy.
Each moment spent in these activities becomes a moment 

This year, we’ve seen courage in every child we serve. Behind
every smile, every game, every recital, is the story of a child
who carries the memory of a hero—and is choosing to grow
through that grief. With your support, we help them not only
remember, but rise.

where they feel like a kid again, supported, empowered, and
confident. 

“EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ARE MORE THAN HOBBIES, THEY’RE THERAPY IN MOTION”

HOW WE WALK ALONGSIDE OUR ANGELS 



Angels of America’s Fallen has
helped me achieve my goals
from my sport. It has taught me
to never give up, always achieve,
and to keep moving. Thank you
so much!

Hear an
Angel Story:

 - Angel Participant



In 2024, Angels of America’s Fallen was awarded
more than $404,500 in grant funding through 12
competitive grant awards. These critical funds
directly supported our mission of standing beside
the children of our fallen military, fire, and law
enforcement heroes. Each grant—ranging from
local community foundations to national-level
funders—helped expand our reach, strengthen our
programs, and ensure that no child falls through
the cracks of support.

GRANTGRANT  
NUMBERSNUMBERS
GRANT 
NUMBERS

$404,500
Total grant dollars 

Angels are still waiting to
enter our program.

736

Supports 1 child for a year

$3,000

Children have lost their
military or first responder

parent since 9/11

16,000+
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FINANCE OF AMERICA
CARES
We are proud to recognize Finance
of America Cares for their generous
support through their grant
program. Their commitment to
honoring the families of our nation's
heroes has made a lasting impact,
helping us provide long-term
mentorship and support to the
children of fallen military and first
responder heroes. Their partnership
reflects a deep belief in our mission,
and we are truly grateful for their
ongoing investment in the futures of
our Angels.

Ent Credit Union
Ent Credit Union provided a
transformational gift that allowed
us to expand our reach and serve
more Angels across the country.
Their grant specifically supported
the growth of our Colorado Angels,
enabling us to meet the increasing
needs of families who have
experienced loss. We are thankful
for their trust in our work and for
their dedication to creating lasting
change in the lives of the children
we serve.

USAA FOUNDATION
With a focus on community impact
and meaningful connections, USAA
Foundation partnered with us
through a grant that funded
essential components of our year-
round programming. Their support
helped us provide consistent
emotional and developmental
support to Angels navigating life
after loss. We are honored to have
USAA Foundation as a valued
partner who shares our vision of
empowering every child to thrive.
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2024 GALA RECAP

NIGHT OFNIGHT OF
IMPACTIMPACT

NIGHT OF
IMPACT

The 2024 Angel Gala was a powerful
evening filled with heartfelt stories,
moving performances, and a community
united for a cause. Raising over $442,000,
the event honored the legacies of our
fallen heroes and celebrated the strength
of their children—our Angels. From
inspiring keynote speeches to
unforgettable moments on stage, the
night brought our mission to life. More
than a fundraiser, the Gala deepened
connections, sparked ongoing support,
and reminded our Angels and their
families that they are never alone.

"Seeing everyone stand
and applaud for my son

brought tears to my
eyes. It was the first time

I truly felt his father’s
sacrifice wasn’t

forgotten."
— Angel Guardian



GALA SPONSOR
SPOTLIGHTS
We are incredibly grateful to the generous
sponsors of our 2024 Angel Gala with over
550 attendees. Your support extends far
beyond a single evening—it helps open doors
for the children of our fallen military and first
responders to pursue their passions and
thrive. Because of you, these children have
the opportunity to participate in activities like
sports, music, and the arts—outlets that
foster confidence, resilience, and healing.

Your sponsorship directly fuels our mission of
walking alongside these brave young lives,
offering consistent encouragement and
long-term support as they grow. Thank you
for honoring their fallen heroes by investing in
their futures and helping us ensure no child
of a fallen hero is forgotten.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

ANGEL FAMILY SPONSOR

RED CARPET SPONSOR



Every child in our
program realized their
passion through
participation in sports,
music, or the arts.

100%

Case management
interactions with families 

34,442

Your
Impact:



PROGRAM
88%

FUNDRAISING & DEVELOPMENT
9%

ADMIN & GENERAL
3%

REVENUE BREAKDOWN

DIRECT
CONTRIBUTIONS

55%

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTIONS

8%

UNREALIZED 
GAINS

1%

INVESTMENT
INCOME

2%

FUNDRAISING
EVENTS 

35%

Supported 637 Angels & 399 Guardians

Provided 38,211 Activity Sessions

Total of 34,442 Case Management Interactions

55 Newly Enrolled Angels

EXPENSES BREAKDOWN

At Angels of America’s Fallen, every dollar you give carries a child’s hope, a hero’s legacy,
and a family’s healing. We take that responsibility to heart. Your generosity makes it possible
for us to walk alongside the children of our fallen military and first responders supporting
their passions, building their confidence, and reminding them they are never alone.

IN 2024, YOUR SUPPORT MADE THIS POSSIBLE:

Every number tells a story of impact.
Thank you for trusting us with your
generosity and for being a part of our
mission

2024 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW2024 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW2024 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

The financial snapshot below reflects not just dollars and cents, but the trust you’ve placed in
us and the lives you’ve helped shape through your support.



STAND WITH
OUR ANGELS

HONORING OUR FALLEN
BY SUPPORTING THE
DREAMS OF THEIR
CHILDREN 

Be part of the team supporting
children of our Fallen.

REACH US HERE:
719-377-7352

hello@aoafallen.org

10010 Devonwood Ct
Colorado Springs, CO 80920


